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The Brazilian Ministry of Health, through its Department of Management of Labor and Education for
Health (SGTES), in partnership with the Department of Tertiary Fducation (SESU), the National Institute of
Studies and Educational Research Anisio Teixeira (INEP), and the Ministry of Education (MEC), supported by the
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), have launched a National Program for Reorientation of the Health
Professional Graduation (Programa Nacional de Reorientacdo da Formacdo Profissional em Satide - Pro-Satide).

The program aims to improve the integration between the teaching and the services needs, through a
reorientation of the professional graduation. This will ensure a systemic approach of the whole health-disease
process with emphasis on primary care, shifting the processes of knowledge creation, teaching, learning, and
services offered to the population.

Federal Government in Brazil has a flagship of social inclusion, which is especially important in dealing
with hunger, education and health. Brazil was the first country to set up a National Commission on Social
Determinants of Health, following WHO s recommendations. With regard to health, there is a consistent effort
to replace the traditional model of health care organization, historically focused on the disease and on the
hospital-based model by a new one, based on health promotion.

Brazil's Ministry of Health top priority is to develop Primary Health Care. Twenty seven thousand
(27,000) Family Health Teams have been set up and are currently working. This directive has been established
in the Federal Constitution, which determines that National Health System must command the education of
health professionals. More recently, a President's Decree was signed (June 20, 2007) creating an
Interministerial Chamber for Education on Health Management, providing rules to enforce article 200 of the
Federal Constitution.

Establishing a primary care structure based on quality and effectiveness means, in other words,
reinforcing the Constitutional principles of universality, equity, and integrality, established for the SUS. One of
the challenges the Ministry of Health currently faces is how to prepare health professionals able to tackle health
needs. Pro-Salde is not a standalone initiative but rather, it was conceived to strenghten the correlation
between reliable health services and health professionals' education.

The Constitutional principles and the new theoretical and technological production approaches in the
health field require new professional profiles and the teaching institutions” commitment in complying with the
National Curriculum Guidelines (Conselho Nacional de Educacdo), which take into account the priorities
expressed in the epidemiologic and geographic profile of each region of the country.
















